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German Hex House prototype opened 
 
HOCHTIEF sponsored multi-award-winning concept for temporary living 
space for Flüchtlingshilfe HafenCity 
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At HafenCity in Hamburg, the German prototype of the so-called Hex House will 

today be opened and taken over by refugee aid organization Flüchtlingshilfe 

HafenCity. Within three days at Gretchen-Wohlwill-Platz, a small team has 

assembled the hexagonal building that can provide living space by simple 

means. The aid project was sponsored by HOCHTIEF with an amount of EUR 

25,000. In addition, the HOCHTIEF Building Hamburg branch had supported 

planning of the prototype and taken over the preparatory foundation works. The 

Hex House in Hamburg is the third prototype worldwide and the first one to be 

used in everyday life. 

Tanja Heine, Flüchtlingshilfe HafenCity: “As a non-profit association, we support 

the refugees living at the Baakenhafen residential accommodation with their 

integration by way of German and computer classes, childcare and shared 

activities. Thanks to the Hex House, we can do this work in future directly on the 

spot, opposite the residential accommodation. We have accompanied the 

development of Hex House HafenCity from the perspective of the future users, 

and refugees helped during assembly.” 

The houses were conceived and designed by the non-profit organization 

Architects for Society registered in the USA. The concept has already received 

numerous awards and been praised by renowned magazines for its flexibility of 

use. 

“Most of the people we support come from countries that were destroyed by 

war or environmental disasters. Hex Houses can make a contribution to 

improving people’s situation in such regions on the spot,” says Tanja Heine. 
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The structure is based on a modular system that can be assembled easily. By 

streamlining the construction processes to its bare essentials, and thanks to the 

use of prefabricated elements, a quality structure can be realized at substantial 

cost savings. In the next development step, the hexagonal houses can be joined 

into various combinations of clusters, e.g. into multifamily arrangements or even 

larger units.  

Stephan Wedrich, Architects For Society: “Particularly pleasing is the conceptual 

evolution of the third prototype. This new generation is a modular timber-frame 

structure, and the house can be assembled and disassembled with a very small 

set of tools. In this way, we managed to implement the most important goal of 

the original concept: easy and quick assembly, disassembly and reassembly on 

the basis of the do-it-yourself principle.”  

The development, planning and execution of Hex House HafenCity was mostly 

performed by cooperation partners HOCHTIEF, Zimmerleute-Kollektiv, civil 

engineer and master carpenter Carsten Panick and architect Tim Lüdtke. Other 

important cooperation partners are Leinemann-Stiftung für Bildung und Kunst, 

Pekrul ProjektPartner and Burckhardt + Partner Architekten Generalplaner. 

HOCHTIEF is a leading global construction and services group. The group is present in the transportation, 

energy and social/urban infrastructure sectors as well as in the contract mining, PPP and services markets. 

With around 54,000 employees and a sales volume of about EUR 23 billion in 2017, HOCHTIEF’s global 

presence is focused on developed markets. With CIMIC, the Group is market leader in Australia. In the USA, 

HOCHTIEF is the No. 1 general builder via Turner. Flatiron ranks among the most important players in the field 

of civil works, mainly in transportation infrastructure. Thanks to its commitment to sustainability, HOCHTIEF has 

been listed in the Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes since 2006.  

HOCHTIEF Building bundles the traditional construction business of the HOCHTIEF Group in Germany. 

Working in cooperation with customers and partners, this subsidiary of HOCHTIEF Solutions offers reliable and 

sustainable solutions for all aspects of turnkey construction and structural work. With its eight branches, the 

company is represented in all key regions of Germany and ranks among the leading providers in many market 

segments. 

Architects For Society was incorporated in September 2015 and is a U.S.-registered non-profit design 

organization of experienced architects and designers from the USA, Canada, Europe, the Middle East, and 

India. Its mission is to enhance the built environment of disadvantaged communities through innovative 

architecture and design. www.architectsforsociety.org 

http://www.architectsforsociety.org/
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Flüchtlingshilfe HafenCity is a non-profit association of volunteers that was set up in September 2016. Its 

members live of work at HafenCity and want to support the residents of the Baakenhafen accommodation to 

find their way into normal everyday life.  

 


